
 
 
December 4, 2020 
 
Dear Families and Staff, 
 
On behalf of the Oneida City School District, we hope you and your families are remaining safe and doing 
your best to follow guidance regarding measures to contain the spread of COVID-19 within our 
community.  Events have continued to unfold, and we recognize that this raises questions about potential 
impacts on students, families and our full community.  
 
COVID Positive student 
Today, the District learned that a student at OHS tested positive.  The student had limited contact with 
students and staff on Monday for half of the day.  The District is working with Madison County Department of 
Health to begin contact tracing regarding the positive case.  After conferring with the Madison County DOH, 
we have contacted all of the parents of students who may have been exposed on Monday.  Students and staff 
who had direct contact with the student were sent home as we anticipate the students will be quarantined by 
the Department of Health. Students who did not have direct contact with the student who is COVID positive 
are safe to remain in school as they have not been exposed to the virus. 
 
In-person learning  
We know that our schools play an important role in providing education, stability and safety for our students, 
families and staff, and we understand that an extended closing can pose a hardship for families. We are 
prioritizing in-person instruction and understand that students learn best while at school.  Yet, we are very 
concerned that we may not have enough staff to teach in person if additional people are quarantined or 
become ill. 
 
As a result, the school district is asking that our community members, students and staff remain vigilant with 
CDC recommendations of masking, socially distancing and washing hands frequently.   We also want to urge 
all families to keep your children home from school if they are ill or answer yes to any question on the health 
screener.    
 
If for any reason, the District is not able to provide in-person instruction due to staffing shortages, we will 
prioritize PK-8 in-person instruction by attempting to shift substitute staffing.  Additionally, we will give as 
much notice as possible if we have to shift to remote/virtual instruction. 
 
 
Please know that the District’s priority is protecting the health, welfare and safety of students and staff while 
complying with any government orders and guidance related to COVID-19 and school operation. As always, 
thank you for your patience, understanding and flexibility. If you have any questions or concerns, please 
reach out. 
  
Sincerely, 

  
 

Mary-Margaret Zehr 
Superintendent 


